( JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES )

OPEN ACCESS

Y il Jgy 8o SUE Je dddes dulys hgdl Bpadl ST G g el

Reasons for Revelation in Books of Prophetic Biography: An

Applied Study on the Book "Biography of the Messenger of

Allah" by Imam Abu al-Mu'tamir Sulayman al-Basri

Version of Record
Online/Print:
31-12-2025

Accepted:
23-07-2025

Received:
30-04-2025

Ahmad bin Saad bin Hamid Al-Maliki

Associate Professor, Department of the Qur'an and Its Sciences,

College of Sharia, King Khalid University, KSA

Abstract
This study aims to examine the reports of occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuziil)

contained in Sirat Rasdlulldh & by Abd al-Mu ‘tamir Sulayman al-Taym1 al-
Basri (d. 143 AH). The research seeks to collect and analyze the reports cited by
the author, investigate his methodology in presenting them, and distinguish
authentic reports from weak ones according to the principles of hadith criticism
and Qur’anic exegesis. The study addresses the following questions: Which
Qur’anic verses did Aba al-Mu ‘tamir associate with specific occasions of
revelation in his srah work, and which of these reports are authentic or weak ?
The research employs an inductive method to identify all relevant reports in the
text, alongside an analytical and critical approach to evaluate their chains of
transmission and contents through comparison with classical works on asbab al-
nuzil, tafsir, and sirah. The findings reveal that Aba al-Mu ‘tamir mentioned
twenty-nine reports concerning occasions of revelation. Nineteen of these reports
were found to be authentic, while ten were deemed inauthentic due either to
weaknesses in their chains of transmission or because they represent exegetical
interpretations rather than actual occasions of revelation. The study also
demonstrates a notable degree of agreement between Ab d al-Mu ‘tamir’s
narrations and those of Mugqatil ibn Sulayman and Muhammad ibn al-Sa’ib al-
Kalb 1 when they concur in reporting the occasion of revelation of a verse.

Keywords: occasions of revelation Abu Al-Mutamir, prophetic biography,

aur’anic sciences.
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10 Al-Tabarani, al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir, 12:123, no. 12653. Al-Haythami, Majma“ al-
Zawa’id, 7:31. Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Asbahani, Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah, ed. ‘Adil al-
‘Azzazi, 2nd ed. (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan, 1419 AH), 2:643, no. 1721. Al-Tabarani, al-
Mu ‘jam al-Kabir, 11:62, no. 11051; al-Albanj, Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Sahthah, 6:1229.
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11 Jbn Hajar al-*Asqalani, al-Isabah, 1:575. Its chain is weak.
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12 Al-Tabarl, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 11:492. Its chain is authentic. See also al-Albanj, Silsilat al-
Ahadith al-Sahihah, 6:1229.
122926 sl Cusl-Y1 ahide (WY1 s o3linly (492111 0L il (5
113 Al-Tabari, Jami* al-Bayan, 11:492.
492 .11 ol ol csnbl
114 *Alt ibn Ahmad al-Wahidi, al-Tafsir al-Basit, ed. a group of editors, 2nd ed. (Riyadh:
‘Imadat al-Bahth, Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘td, 1430 AH), 10:475.
o et Al (o) B3les 1 L) (2D) (ki) s Begat 1o () el gt A ) e
475 :10 (21430 35ns
115 Mahmid ibn Hamzah al-Kirmani, Lubab al-Tafasir, ed. Muhammad Bi‘3j, 1st ed.
(Istanbul: Dar al-Lubab lil-Dirasat wa-Tahqiq al-Turath, 1443 AH), 4:61.
61 :4 (21443 colahd CUI s 1dsslinl) (rla et 1o il O (LS 8 390
116 *‘Abd al-Rahman ibn “Ali Ibn al-Jawzi, Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir, 3rd ed. (Beirut:
al-Maktab al-Islami, 1404 AH), 2:266.
266 :2 (21404 ( Sy Sl g Bb) il e (3 genll Sl et ) e o )l e
17 Ibn ‘Atiyyah, al-Muharrar al-Wajiz, 3:41.
413 G A ke )
18 Al-Taymi, Sirat Rasiil Allah, .182
182 E ) Sy 0 ¢ ad
119 Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn Abi Zamanin, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Aziz, ed. Husayn
ibn ‘Ukashabh, 1st ed. (Egypt: Matba‘at al-Fariiq al-Hadithah, 1423 AH), 2:217.
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217
120 Al-Azdi, Tafsir Mugqatil ibn Sulayman, 2:178.
78 22 Ol 1 Jilis s 535V
121 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 3rd ed. (Beirut: Ihya’ al-Turath,
1420 AH), 16:93.
93 :16 (21420 oI el 1ogi 3b) (il milis (G os ol e
122 Tbn al-Jawzi, Zad al-Masir, 2:273.
27322 i sl esisd o)
123 Tbn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, 6:1829. al-Wadi 1, al-Sahih al-Musnad, 109.
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124 Al-Tabarl, Jami' al-Bayan, 11:542. al-Wadi'i, al-Sahih al-Musnad, 109.
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125 Tbn ‘Ashiur, al-Tahrir wa-al-Tanwir, 11:250.
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126 Al-Taymi, Sirat Rasiil Allah, .181
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127 Al-Baghawi, Ma ‘alim al-Tanzil, 4:74.
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128 Al-Azdi, Tafsir Mugqatil ibn Sulayman, 182.
A82 ol o Blas s (s35Y)
129 Miisa ibn ‘Ugbah, al-Maghazi, 391.
1.391 (gl caie oy wso
130 Jbn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, 6:1842. al-Suyiti, al-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-
Qur’an, 4:238.
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131 Al-Tabarl, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 11:568; Ibn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 6:18305.
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132 Jbn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim, 6:1842.
1842 :6 (oadd) OTH jis (Fl o )
133 Al-San‘ani, al-Musannaf, 10:46, no. 18303.
18303 13, (46 :10 (Lanal (glazal
134 Tbn al-Jawzi, Zad al-Masir, 2:278.
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135 Al-Taymi, Kitab Sirat Rasil Allah.185 %
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136 Al-Asbahani, Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah, 1:311; al-Suyiiti, al-Durr al-Manthiir, 4:277.
277 4 Geld ¢ Landl STT 0T el 0 (3l
137 Al-Tabarl, Jami* al-Bayan, 11:651.
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140 Al-Tabari, Jami* al-Bayan, 11:658.
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141 Al-Taymi, Sirat Rasil Allah, .184

142 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, 6:2, no. 4419; Muslim, Sahih Muslim, 8:106, no. 2768.
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144 Muslim, Sahth Muslim, 1:55, no. 24.
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145 Al-Nasa’l, al-Sunan al-Kubra, 10:211, no. 11321.
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149 Al-Suyuti, al-Durr al-Manthar f1 al-Tafsir bi-al-Ma’thiir, 6:574. He attributed it to Ibn
Ishaq and Ibn Mardawayh. See also al-Suyiti, Lubab al-Nugqil fi Asbab al-Nuzil, 4th
ed. (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-‘Ulim, n.d.), 173, from Juwaybir from Ibn ‘Abbas; it is a weak
chain. See Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-‘Ujab, 1:211.
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150 Al-Tabari, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 19:40; al-Wahidi, Asbab al-Nuzill, 6:28. Hajar al-*Asqalant,
Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, 8:421. Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah,
4:552.
L S o G ol (b Eads g .28 16 (Jgpdt ol samigl ¢40 119 0L il (gl
sars A2T 18 (Wl Cudd e ) Begige B sl o a0 Lagp ) ady ST e lnal
e @ BLOY) Gl sl 3y (3 ol (@ Ay W) g (i sl () 1 o e
552 :4 )l
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15 Al-Tabarl, Jami' al-Bayan, 19:38. It is a mursal report with an authentic chain.
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160 Al-Tabarl, Jami‘ al-Bayan, 19:72.

T2:19 Ol gl gy
161 Al-Tabari, Jami* al-Bayan, 19:781.
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165 Al-Tabarani, Musnad al-Shamiyyin, 2:466, no. 3606.
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172]bn ‘Atiyyah, al-Muharrar al-Wajiz, 7:267; Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-*Azim,
6:594.
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174 Tbn ‘Ashiir, al-Tahrir wa-al-Tanwir, 23:73.
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175 Al-Taymy, Kitab Sirat al-Rasual.71 ,%
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176 Al-Tabari, Jami' al-Bayan, 20:19; al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami' al-Kabir, 5:281, no. 3232. Al-
Hakim, al-Mustadrak, 2:469, no. 3617. Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib, no.
7613.
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AL Y aiy 218 (Jgad O (L)
29 Al-Qasim ibn Sallam Abi ‘Ubayd, Fada’il al-Qur’an, ed. Marwan al-'Atiyyah et al.,
1st ed. (Damascus: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1414 AH), 364.
364 (21414 sl s t3ies) Tl 05Ty adaadl Ol 1o 0T iliad cde ol 2Dl oy el
230 Al-Suyiti, al-Itqan fi “Ulim al-Qur’an, 1:168. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-Tahdhib, no. 865.
o 38 S jyete Sradl Qo F oY) elintdl ol 4 o ey (16811 0T pile 3 OEY ¢ Lg
e Y6865 3y ccvded) i e 2103 10l 293w ol
21 Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, 6 ,161:n0. 4922; Muslim, Sahih Muslim, 1:99, no. 257.
G s LU e Sy B ST s e e g e (glar Sl L 2 Epglary 1ad
e oy (s el agas E5B B Sl o) Eab G Tl il Sy G T Ul &
3 16116 (gl mom b« S0 EH U el 1B (3L Bl Bl oy 3905 106 I3 5L
257 23,99 1 (s s phone 14922
22 Al-Wahidi, Asbab al-Nuzil, 12:12; Ibn ‘Ashir, al-Tahrir wa-al-Tanwir, 29:58.
5829 adly ol Gesle ol 12012 (Jasdh Ol (gl
233 Al-Taymy, Kitab Sirat Rasul Allah.58 %
58 EE W S e DS (o)
81



Gl o) Oloskos posall Y A Jguoy 8 OUS™ o didas By tyged) Bppedt 87 J9 ) Sl
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